Bass Chumps
Bass Club Bylaws 


Chapter Club Name:  

Bass Chumps

State Affiliation: TBF, Inc. of Texas
Website: www.basschumps.com
ARTICLE I. Name and Purpose

Section 1: Name

This TBF affiliated chapter club shall be called the Bass Chumps of Giddings, Texas.
Section 2: Purpose

(a)The general purpose of the chapter club shall be to facilitate the organized support, protection, education and encouragement of sport-fishing, youth and conservation at all levels and to partner with other like minded groups to do the same.

(b) More particularly stated, purposes of the corporation include the following: to establish and maintain an organization for the support of sport fishing, and all related recreational and educational fishing, youth and conservation activities conducted in a safe manner; to stimulate the public awareness of angling as a major sport; to educate the public upon the positive economic impact of angling at the national, state and local levels; to offer our state fish and wildlife agencies our organized, conservation feedback, input, political and legislative support and assistance; to promote full adherence to conservation codes, clean water standards, and industry accepted practices which impact the sport of fishing; to support and demand adequate water quality standards, fisheries habitat and fisheries resource management; to protect and guard anglers rights and demand unfettered, responsible access to all public waters and facilities, built, supported or otherwise funded in whole or in part by public funds; to detect and report polluters or violators of fish and wildlife conservation laws and to expose violators or polluters publicly and focus political or legal attention upon such violations; to encourage, facilitate and promote youth fishing activities and education and a love for this great recreation; to work to improve our skills as anglers through fellowship and camaraderie of friendly exchange of fish catching techniques; to teach and promote safe boating and on the water practices. Our chapter will function as a dynamic and effective link with our affiliated State Federation and other likeminded groups.

ARTICLE II. Membership

Section 1: Minimum Number of Members

The club shall maintain a minimum at least six members that are at least 18 years of age or older.

Section 2: Requirement for Membership

To become a Bass Chumps member, a person shall:

(a) Be at least 18 years of age. 
(b) Voluntarily express a true interest in becoming a member and supporting the clubs purpose.

(c) Pay the appropriate club dues in time required with the level of membership.

(d) To be a full member a person must become a member of The Bass Federation, Inc. (TBF, Inc.) and its home state federation approved industry partners.
Section 3: Membership Dues

(a) The membership dues shall be:

Associate Membership - $20 annually for local dues must be paid before the first tournament 

or;
Full Membership - $50.00 annually

$20 of which shall be local dues must be paid before the first tournament
$15 of which shall be for TBF National Federation dues must be paid before the March Tournament
$15 shall be for State Federation dues must be paid before the March Tournament.
(b) The top six full members in the Angler of the Year standings are eligible to fish in the TBF Texas Top Six Team Tournament at the end of the season.

(c) Members are encouraged, but not required to join the FLW for an additional $25 annually which includes a subscription to the FLW magazine.

Section 4: Meetings
(a) The membership shall only hold meetings as needed.  Meeting times and locations shall be posted on the club’s website at www.basschumps.com.
(b) Members are encouraged, but not required to log onto the Bass Chumps Forum to participate in discussions and be informed about club activities.  A link to the forum can be found on the club’s website.

ARTICLE III. Board of Directors
Section 1: Eligibility
The Board of Directors will consist of five (5) members. To be eligible for the Board of Directors a member must:
(a) Have been a member for at least eight months.

(b) Have attended at least 2/3 of club tournaments during the previous season. 
(c) Have shown an active interest in promoting and advancing the club.
Section 2: Board of Directors and its Duties

The duties of the Board of Directors shall be:

(a) Preside over any called meetings and direct all official business. Supervise all club functions.

(b) Maintain regular liaison between the club and the TBF, Inc. affiliated State Federation.

(c) Collect and disburse all monies. 
(d) Serve as liaison between the club and state and national conservation agencies. Plan club conservation projects and attend all local and state conservation meetings/hearings.

(e) Select a Tournament Director for all tournaments.

(f) The board will by vote decide all protests and rule on all violations of the tournament rules and bylaws of the club when appropriately received.

(g) The board will call for special meetings if needed and post the location, time, and date on the club’s website: www.basschumps.com.
Section 3: Tournament Director 

The duties of the Tournament Director shall be:

(a) Supervise all tournaments and conduct the tournament weigh-in.
(b) Encourage conservation by members and ensure proper fish care during tournament weigh-ins.
(c) Enforce all tournament rules.
(d) Ensure safe boating, or on the water rules and regulations.
(e) Investigate all protests concerning tournaments, and make recommendations to the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V. Disciplinary Actions

Section 1: Removal of Membership

A member shall be dropped from the membership roll for the following reasons:

(a) Failure to pay local dues.

(b) Any action which would reflect dishonor and disgrace on the club, state federation or TBF, Inc.

(c) Disqualification for any reason from participating in TBF, Inc. sponsored events.
Section 2: Actions other than removal 

(a) Other actions may be implemented by the 
Board of Directors and shall include but not be limited to reduction of membership status in lieu of removal, suspension, or any other action felt necessary by the Board. Any disciplinary action implemented by the Board and not specifically spelled out in this document shall require a 3/5 vote of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VI. Affiliation

Section 1: Requirements for Affiliation

(a) Certification of Club Bylaws by TBF, Inc.

(b) Update TBF, Inc. with club full membership roster once each year before years end.

(c) Names and addresses of new full members joining the club during the year must be submitted to the state TBF, Inc. Federation as they occur. (See ARTICLE II, Section 3 for dues requirements.)

(d) Maintain TBF, Inc. membership.

(e) Must affiliate with a TBF affiliated Texas
Federation and support its conservation and youth programs. Any additional requirements that the State Federation establishes for clubs, such as membership, dues, attendance at meetings, etc., would be necessary for the club to participate in the Texas TBF, Inc. Federation qualifying tournament(s), and any other TBF, Inc. sponsored tournaments or events.

ARTICLE VII. Amending the Bylaws

Section 1: Amending the Bylaws

The bylaws may be amended by a 3/5 vote of the Board of Directors.

